
This brochure highlights some of the significant facts about
Kentucky’s hay industry. Additional information may be
obtained by calling the Kentucky Agricultural Statistics Service
at  1-800-928-5277 or visiting our internet web page at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/ky/.

KENTUCKY ALL HAY 
PRODUCTION & PRICE

Year Ac. Harv. Yield Prod. Price
(000)             (Ton)         (000 Tons)        ($)      

1960 1,748 1.45      2,538 23.40
1965 1,751 1.66      2,898 26.00
1970 1,484 1.95      2,899 29.00
1975 1,528 1.89      2,890 40.00
1980 1,560 1.90      2,970 59.50
1985 1,850 2.22      4,100 68.50
1990 2,200 2.20      4,848 71.50
1991 2,300 2.23      5,125 70.50
1992 2,170 2.31      5,005 82.00
1993 2,220 2.49      5,526 85.00
1994 2,250 2.40      5,400 77.00
1995 2,400 2.41      5,790 69.00
1996 2,400 2.38      5,700 83.00
1997 2,100 2.21      4,635 77.00
1998 2,350 2.43      5,705 86.00
1999 2,380 2.00      4,752 89.00
2000 2,430 2.54      6,177 81.50
2001 2,360 2.37      5,582 71.00
2002 2,420 2.12      5,128 68.50
2003 2,450 2.60      6,375 78.50

2003 STATE RANKINGS
FOR ALL HAY PRODUCTION

Rank  State       Production
(1,000 Tons)

1. Texas 12,388
2. California 9,310
3. Missouri 8,168
4. Nebraska 7,600
5. South Dakota 7,210
6. Kansas 7,000
7. KENTUCKY 6,375
8. Iowa 5,515
9. Minnesota 5,245
10. Oklahoma 4,992
11. Idaho 4,950
12. Tennessee 4,726
13. Montana 4,635
14. North Dakota 4,598
15. Wisconsin 4,380
16. Pennsylvania 4,070
17. Ohio 3,974
18. New York 3,680
19. Oregon 3,629
20. Colorado 3,610

KENTUCKY HAY PRICES RECEIVED
ALFALFA HAY   1/

MONTH 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
(Dollars per ton)

Jan 120.00 110.00 110.00 100.00 100.00
Feb 123.00 125.00 105.00 105.00 100.00
Mar 122.00 110.00 105.00 105.00 100.00
Apr 117.00 110.00   95.00 105.00 100.00
May 114.00 100.00   95.00 110.00 100.00
Jun 110.00 100.00   95.00 110.00 100.00
Jul 100.00   95.00 100.00 110.00
Aug 100.00   90.00   95.00 115.00
Sept   95.00   95.00 105.00 110.00
Oct 110.00   95.00 100.00 115.00
Nov 110.00 105.00 105.00 115.00
Dec 110.00 100.00 110.00 110.00
MYA 2/ 109.00   99.50 102.00 110.00

ALL OTHER HAY   1/

MONTH 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
(Dollars per ton)

Jan 78.00 72.00 64.00 58.00 58.00
Feb 80.00 75.00 61.00 61.00 58.00
Mar 79.00 66.00 61.00 61.00 58.00
Apr 76.00 64.00 52.00 61.00 58.00
May 74.00 58.00 55.00 64.00 64.00
Jun 72.00 58.00 55.00 64.00 58.00
Jul 65.00 55.00 58.00 64.00
Aug 65.00 52.00 55.00 67.00
Sept 62.00 55.00 61.00 64.00
Oct 72.00 55.00 58.00 67.00
Nov 72.00 61.00 61.00 67.00
Dec 72.00 58.00 64.00 64.00
MYA 2/ 70.00 58.00 59.00 64.00
1/ Baled. 2/ Marketing year is May through April.

TYPES OF HAY DEFINITION

Alfalfa Hay - Alfalfa and Alfalfa mixtures.

All Other Hay - Clover, timothy, clover and grass
mixtures, lespedeza, fescue, sudan, sorghum
sudan crosses, grain hay and grass hay.

KENTUCKY HAY FACTS

Kentucky ranked 3rd in the United States in All
Other Hay and 27th in Alfalfa Hay for 2003.

Sales of Hay generated $74.0 million in cash
receipts to Kentucky farmers for 2003.

HAY INSPECTION PROGRAM

Kentucky Department of Agriculture Forage
Testing Program is responsible for administering
inspections and sample testing for the quality of
forage to be fed to Kentucky livestock. Samples
are collected and laboratory analysis is
performed. The division will assist producers in
formulating rations and in locating markets for
forage products. This program will aid,
encourage, foster and promote the sale,
development and improvement of hay produced
in the State. Visit the Kentucky Department of
Agriculture web site at www.kyagr.com for more
information or call the Hay Hotline at 1-800-248-
4628.

U.S. HAY SUPPLY
Year Begin.

May 2001 2002 2003 1/

Million Tons

Begin. Stocks   21.1   22.5   22.2

Production 156.8 151.0 157.1

Total 177.8 173.5 179.3

1/ Preliminary.

U.S. HAY DISAPPEARANCE
Year Begin.

May 2001 2002 2003 1/

Million Tons
Roughage-
consuming animals   72.2   72.0   70.7

Disappearance
per animal      2.15      2.10     NA

Total Disappearance 155.4 151.3     NA

End Stocks   22.5   22.2     NA

1/ Preliminary.

United States National
Department of Agricultural
Agriculture Statistics

Service

KENTUCKY
HAY

FACTS

Kentucky Agricultural Statistics Service
Leland E. Brown, Director

In cooperation with

Kentucky Department of Agriculture
Richie Farmer, Commissioner

Commonwealth of Kentucky
Ernie Fletcher, Governor

October 2004



1950 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 2000
150

200

250

300

350

400

450
Thousand Acres

1950 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 2000
1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0
Tons

SOYBEANS
24.6%

CORN
20.9%

OTHER
1.1%

FRUITS
0.5%

TOBACCO
34.7%

VEGETABLES
1.4%

FLOR/NURSERY
6.1%

WHEAT
4.8%

HAY
5.9%

HAY
2.1%

BROILERS
14.6%

CORN
7.5%

CATTLE
15.7%

TOBACCO
12.4%

HOGS
1.9%

EGGS
2.4%

WHEAT
1.7%

HORSES
23.1%

OTHER
4.3%

SOYBEANS
8.8%

DAIRY
5.5%

1950 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 2000
1,200

1,800

2,400

3,000

3,600

4,200

4,800

5,400

6,000
Thousand Tons

1950 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 2000
0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0
Tons

1950 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 2000
1,200

1,400

1,600

1,800

2,000

2,200

2,400
Thousand Acres

1950 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 2000
250

500

750

1,000

1,250

1,500
Thousand Tons

ALFALFA HAY PRODUCTION - 2003
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2003 KENTUCKY ALFALFA HAY
TOP PRODUCING COUNTIES

(Tons)

Fleming 41,580
Lincoln 39,990
Barren 34,850
Shelby 32,300
Hart 31,280

KENTUCKY ALFALFA HAY
ACRES HARVESTED

(1950 - 2003)

KENTUCKY ALFALFA HAY
YIELD PER HARVESTED ACRE

(1950 - 2003)

KENTUCKY ALFALFA HAY
PRODUCTION

(1950 - 2003)

ALL OTHER HAY PRODUCTION - 2003
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2003 KENTUCKY ALL OTHER HAY
TOP PRODUCING COUNTIES

(Tons)

Madison 200,000
Pulaski 159,300
Barren 156,400
Breckinridge 120,400
Warren 120,000

KENTUCKY ALL OTHER HAY
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(1950 - 2003)

KENTUCKY ALL OTHER HAY
YIELD PER HARVESTED ACRE

(1950 - 2003)

KENTUCKY ALL OTHER HAY
PRODUCTION

(1950 - 2003)

2003 KENTUCKY CASH RECEIPTS
FROM FARM MARKETINGS

STATE TOTAL = $3,469,002,000

2003 CROP CASH RECEIPTS
STATE TOTAL = $1,243,300,000


